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NetgearDGND3700

Thefullnameof theproduct ,

whichyou' ll seeonthe
packagingbutwedidn' t have
thespace to writein our
headline

,

is theNetgearN600
WirelessDualBandGigabit
ADSL2 + ModemRouter .While
thisdoesn' t evenbegin to

describethebreadthof

featuresthisrouteroffers
,

it

doesdescribetherouter' s key
networkingbenefits.

BothwiredandWi-Fi
optionsareashighlyspecified
asyoucanget . TheEthernet

(

wired
) portsareallGigabit

standard
,

sotheyoffer
theoreticalmaximumspeeds

of 1 ,000Mbps . TheWi-Fi
is

802.11nstandard
,

andcan
operateonboth2.4GHz

(

the
mostcommonWi-Fi

Lookingfora newrouterthat' s feature-packed
andfuture-proof?AndyShawtestsNetgear' s

latestmodel
f youruna home
network

, yourrouter
is yourgatewayto

theinternet . Notonly
is it thedevicethat
distributesbroadband
fromyourphonesocket

to
allyourinternet

frequency )

and5GHz
frequencies . The5GHz
option is fasterbutdoesn' t

havetherangeof 2.4GHz
,

andto takeadvantage of it

you' ll need5GHzdual-band
adaptersforyour
devices . Themain
benefit of 5GHz is that

it' s notascrowdedas
the2.4GHzfrequency,

because it hasa shorterrange
andis onlybuiltintopricier
routers.

Thebuilt-inADSL2 + modem
willhandleallstandard
broadbandlinesupto

20Mbps . It alsocomeswithan
EthernetWAN

(

WideArea
Network

)

connection
,

soyou' ll

beableto useit even if you
switchto cable or BTInfinity
services .

It'
s

a routerthatcan
manageanybroadband
connectionyoulinkit

to.
Totestitsperformance ,

we
pitchedit againsttheBT
HomeHub2 . Thisis anolder
802.11nrouterandis fairly
typical of thesortof thing
youmighthavegotfromyour
ISPa coupleof yearsago ,

so

connecteddevices
,

it alsoconnectsyourcomputers
soyoucansharefilesbetweenthem.

Whileyouprobablyhada standardrouter
suppliedwithyourbroadbandservice

,

there' s
a lot

to besaidforupgrading . Thisparticularmodelis

Netgear' s
newtop-of-the-rangedevice

,

crammed
withfeaturesyouprobablydidn' t evenknowyou
needed.

it'
s exactlythekindof device

that'
s ripeforanupgrade.

TheNetgearrouter
significantlyoutperformedthe
HomeHub2

,

asyoucansee
in
thechartonpage47. We

sawthebiggestperformance
increaseonthe5GHznetwork
at shortrange ,

whichboosted
ourtransferspeedby56per
cent . Evenstuckonstandard
2.4GHzWi-Fi

,

westillsawan
improvement of

42percent
at shortrange.

Asweincreasedthe
distance

,

however
,

the
percentageimprovement
droppedoff

,

soyouwon' t see
asmuchbenefitonceyou
placea fewwallsandfloors
betweenyourrouterandyour
Wi-Fidevices.

Sophisticatedset-up
Thequick-start guidesends
youstraightto therouter' s

configurationtool
,

which is

accessedviayourbrowser.
Thishassomestep-by-step
guideswithautomatedset-up
built-in

,

butit' s notthe
friendliestrouterinstallation

WANport

Ethernet
ports

USBport

Powerswitch

Powersupply

ADSLsocket

war.
"

If yourcurrentrouteris

underperforming, you' ll be
thrilledbythebenefitsthatthe
NetgearDGND3700canbring. "
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we' veevercomeacross.
Someimportantelements

,

particularlyconcerning
security,

aren' t setupwhen
youfirstplug in therouter

,

so
there' s a shortperiodwhen
yourrouteris accessiblebut
notsecure . There' s

informationon
securing it in the
quick-start
guide ,

butthe
processis

madeslightly
complicatedby
thepresenceof

twonetworks
(

2.4GHzand5GHz
) ,

sothechance of failingto

secureoneof themis higher
thannormal.

There' s a finebalance
betweenmaking a routereasy

to useandensuring it' s

secure . Because the
DGND3700needed
intervention

,

weonlygave it

threestarsforeaseof use.
Havingsaidthat

, Netgear' s

router is designedto bean
advanced

, top-of-the-range
device

,

soanyoneunfamiliar
withWi-Fisecuritymightbe
betteroffwithsomethingless
sophisticated.

Trafficmonitoring
One of themostinteresting
featuresontheDGND3700is

itsbuilt-intrafficmeter. This
keepstrackof alltheincoming
andoutgoingtrafficonyour
network

,

whichis veryuseful
if youhavebandwidthlimits

-

Sameroom
-

Distantroom

Thisr

can
m

anybro
conne

you
it

outer
anage
adband
ction
link

to

onyourbroadband
.
Youcan

getsoftwarethatdoesthison
yourPC

,

buthavingit

controlledbytherouteris

reallyhandy, especially if you
havea rangeof different
devicesconnectedto your

networkthatare
difficult to monitor.

Youcansetthe
routerto warn
youasyouget
closeto your
bandwidth limit

,

whichit does
eitherbyturning

theinternetlight
fromgreento orange ,

or bysimplyshuttingInternet
accessdown . Thissecond
optionmayseemdrastic

,

but
if you' re keento avoidextra
charges ,

it'

ll
worka treat . The

metercanresetitselfona

regularbasis
,

suchasevery
month

,

if that' s howyour

E....

NETGEARDGND3700

broadbandlimitshavebeen
set.
Packedwithfeatures
Theroutermakesit easyto

plug in USBdevices .
It

hasa

portonthefront of theunit
,

whichis veryhandyfor
attachingdevicesto your
networkthatyouonlyneed
intermittently ,

suchasa USB
memorydriveforsharingfiles.
There' s also a USBsocketon
theback

,

to connectdevices
youusemoreoften.

Oneparticularlyneattrick
therouterperforms is using
ReadyShare ,

whichprovidesa

simplebuteffectiveshortcut
to itsUSBports . Plug a

storagedeviceintomost
USB-equippedroutersand
you' re facedwitha rather
convolutedhuntthrough
WindowsExplorer' s Network
window

to locatethedevice
onyourPC . WiththeNetgear
router

, youjustopentheStart
menu

(

Start
,

Runin XP
)

and
type ' ftreadyshare'(

without
thequotes )

. AnExplorer
windowwillimmediately
appearwithaniconfor
openingtheUSBdevice.

There' s a massof other
options , includingmedia
streamingfromUSBdevices

,

parentalcontrols forblocking
inappropriatecontent

,

hook
upforwirelessprinting ,

remotemanagement of the
router

, guestnetworkoptions
andanimpressivearrayof

otherfeatures . Seethefulllist
at Netgear' s website

( http :

/
/

bit.ly/ netgear271 ).

OURVERDICT
*

* 1kr* *

Youmaywonderwhetheryoureallyneedthemost
advancedhomerouteronthemarketforyourmodest
homenetwork

. However
,

if yourcurrentdevice is

underperforming , you' ll bethrilledbythebenefitsthatthe
NetgearDGND3700canbring . Thenetworking technology

is firstclass
,

fromtheGigabitEthernetto the5GHzWi-Fi.
Boththesefeaturesmayrequireextraequipmentto get
optimumperformance ,

butasbroadbandspeedsget
faster

,

it seemsa shameto imposeyourownspeed
throttlingbystickingwithanageing , bog-standardrouter.
With a wealthof otherfeatures to explore ,

anda price
that' s competitivefora top-of-the-range model

,

thisis an
excellent choiceforanexperienceduser.

PRODUCTINFO
NETGEAR
DGND3700
Price : £130

SPECIFICATIONS
- Simultaneous
dualbandWi-Finetwork
(1

x 802.11 b

/
g

/

n 2.4GHz
and1 x 802.11 a

/

n 5.0GHz
)

-
5 x 10

/

100
/

1 ,000
GigabitEthernetports

(

lx WANand 4 x LAN
)

-
2 x ReadyShareUSB2.0

ports
- ADSL2 + port
- Parentalcontrols

- DLNAmediastreaming
- Multipleguestnetworks
- Broadband-usage meter

OR
- Advanced

,

featurepackedrouter
- ImproveWi-Finetwork
performance , particularly

at closerange

AGAINST
- Top-of-the-range
routerscomeat a price

- Requirescloseattention
duringset-up to ensure
networkisn' t leftopen

CONTACTS
Netgear
www.netgear.co.uk

BelkinPlayMax ,

£81
http :

/ / bitly/

belkin271

41AIIS
CiscoLinksysE4200

http :

/ / bitly/ linksys271
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